Education and experience with breast health maintenance and breast cancer care: a study of obstetricians and gynecologists.
Breast cancer is one of the most common malignancies in the United States. A survey regarding the practice, training, and knowledge of breast health maintenance and cancer screening was conducted with a response rate of 59%. Most respondents reported adequate knowledge and that continuing educational efforts were at least adequate. Most recognize the importance of family history and incorporate patient inquiry and referral to genetics practitioners into their practice. A considerable portion does not inquire about hereditary risk factors and feel "not qualified" to manage genetic counseling and screening. Continued training is needed about hereditary predisposition to breast disease.